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Skagit County Non-Profits Unite to Bring the Outside In
The Skagit arts community is like a friendship bracelet. Circular, interconnected, intentionally woven
together, unique and, when gifted, is a symbol of unity.
In Spring 2021, Skagit County’s Museum of Northwest Art (MoNA) located in La Conner, WA designed an
opportunity to forge a friendship with their neighbor and fellow nonprofit, Camp Korey. Camp Korey is a
year-round camp program dedicated to enriching the lives of children with life-altering medical
conditions from sickle cell and mitochondrial disease to solid organ transplants and skeletal dysplasia,
and more.
Recognizing the challenges of 2020 and the inability for Camp Korey to host onsite camp programs due
to COVID-19, the Museum of Northwest Art (MoNA) extended the opportunity for Camp Korey to bring
their campers’ art inside the museum as part of the Outside In gallery exhibit. The goal was to find a way
for campers to feel connected with the local community while the world isolated.
The Museum opened the Outside In gallery as a space dedicated to the
education department, with the intention of bringing in art from the
local community to showcase on the museum walls. The gallery has
welcomed approximately 16,000 visitors in 2019-2020. Each exhibit
rotates on the same schedule as the exhibition calendar, and is
connected to their outreach programs, which are designed to connect
with underserved members of the Skagit County community. This
gallery includes interactive elements and creates a space for the
community’s voices to be heard.
One of the voices expressed through art is that of thirteen-year-old
Grace. Camper Grace has been a long-time camper at Camp Korey and
shared, “I am so happy that my camp art is in a gallery that will bring
people joy and also support camp!”
Camp Korey Camp Director, Nichol Ellis, created a showcase of Camp
Camp Korey art at the OutsideIn Gallery.
Korey’s camper art. “If walls could talk, the Outside In Gallery at MoNA Photo courtesy of Tim Mickleburgh
would have incredible stories to share! These once blank walls are now
filled with years of rich history shown through the eyes of our Camp Korey campers, staff, and
volunteers. The painting created in a hospital room, the Ferris Wheel filled with spinning warm fuzzies,
the pages and pages of firsts hand-written in our “Book of Firsts,” or the heartfelt thank you card
created by a camper are just a few of the priceless works of art that show the true impact of camp from
our Camp Korey heART to yours,” says Ellis.
This unique partnership also reunited a past volunteer and now the Museum’s learning and engagement
coordinator, Kim Simon. “I am so excited about this partnership and collaboration between MoNA and
Camp Korey! I feel grateful to have a personal connection to both incredible organizations and

personally understand the importance of the roles they each play in serving our community. It has been
really rewarding to witness the positive impacts of this partnership, and I am so excited to be a part of
bridging the gap between "the power of art" and "the magic of camp,” shares Simon. MoNA's education
department is dedicated to creating an inclusive environment and stimulating programming that
supports the development and expression of all people.
The arts play an integral role at both Camp Korey and the Museum of Northwest Art. The collaboration
is a reminder of the strength, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, of what connects us and that
intersect happens to be through the bonds of the arts community.
“The Museum of Northwest Art welcomes the opportunity to work with community organizations that
benefit others on their life journey,” shares Joanna Sikes, executive director. “Camp Korey is an amazing
organization that not just meets this criterion, they exceed it. The Museum strives to bring the arts to
our communities to enrich their lives. The collaboration with Camp Korey, to host an art exhibition
created by the campers, is a natural way for us to both reach our mission as organizations who care
about those we touch through our programs.”
Camp Korey’s Outside In gallery exhibit is now on display through May 9, 2021. Visit
www.monamuseum.org for hours of operation, exhibit detail and museum information.

Outside In Gallery photos of Camp Korey art courtesy of Tim Mickleburgh.
##
Museum of Northwest Art connects people with the arts, education of diverse cultures, and
environments throughout the Pacific Northwest. MoNA’s collection and exhibits range from

contemporary art across the Northwest, including Alaska, British Columbia, California, Idaho, Montana,
Oregon, and Washington.
##
Camp Korey is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization that provides year-round programming and
transformational experiences for children living with life-altering medical in a fun, safe camp
environment with specialized medical support. Located in Mount Vernon, Washington, Camp Korey
serves youth (ages 7-18) and their and families with over 35 medical conditions, always 100% free of
charge through the generosity of community support. Camp Korey is a member of the Serious Fun
Children’s Network, founded by Paul Newman.

